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HIGH SPEED

B
ack in the 1970s the Midlands and other parts of the country were

promised direct connections to mainline Europe via a special

‘regional Eurostar’ service. Seven trains were built and millions of

pounds spent on upgrading tracks, signalling equipment and building

depots. The commitment to running Eurostar to the regions was secured

by MPs during parliamentary debates about Channel Tunnel. Politicians

were concerned that the tunnel would only benefit London and the south-

east. Although they extracted a commitment for regional Eurostar, in the

years that followed it became clear that the planned services wouldn’t be

viable. Once Eurostar was privatised, the whole idea of regional services

was ditched and the trains used for something else. 

Almost three decades later, with the tunnel and high-speed rail link

now complete, the regions are still waiting to feel the benefit of all the

money that’s been spent. It’s certainly true that Eurostar’s move to St

Pancras will help improve connections to places north of London.

Waterloo wasn’t that easy to get to. The best connections will be for

passengers travelling from the east Midlands. Midland Mainline services

already terminate at the revamped St Pancras. King’s Cross and East Coast

Main Line services are next door and Virgin Trains is also planning a road

shuttle service from Euston for people wanting to access Eurostar from

the West Coast Main Line. 

Although it’s just not the same as having the direct services that were

This month sees completion of the Channel Tunnel

Rail Link,which has taken more than three decades

to plan and build.But what many now want are

high-speed rail links in places other than just

London and the south-east.Pressure is mounting

for a government commitment to what’s now

being called High Speed 2.Peter Plisner reports
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If HS2 was built, trains could
go straight from the Trent
Valley to the Channel Tunnel.
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