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and then out again the other side, when others
were content with ferry connections.

At the recent meeting of the Lexington
Group, David Gunn, former president of
Amtrak, gave a candid address on where he
thought passenger rail was going in ‘the
colonies’, and he suggested that while he
supports incremental improvements rather than
true high speed rail, the likely candidate for the
first true US high speed route would be
California, with its proposed line from Los
Angeles to the Bay Area and Sacramento. At the
same time, he expressed frustration that even
these advanced plans are being delayed by a
state government that sees many other uses for
the not-inconsiderable funding required, even
to proceed to detailed engineering.

Current Amtrak president Alex Kummant
told Congress that even substantial investment
in the Northeast Corridor route would wring
out only minutes from existing timetables, due
to inherent constraints. He too called for
incremental improvements, rather than massive
investment.

So, my railway brothers and sisters in the UK,
let me assure you that the View (of high speed
rail) From Across the Pond is more similar than
divergent. But at least you have one in which to

take great pride. And it is with pride that two
friends in the British railway industry took time
in recent years from their busy schedules to
educate me in the care and feeding of high
speed railways. First Gordon Pettit, late of BR,
and still a staunch and most erudite voice in the
industry, gave me at least two tours of what
would become HS1, showing me construction
sites, and carefully explaining the decisions he
and his colleagues took in developing this fine
route. More recently, Stephen James, of Network
Rail, showed me just how one operates and
maintains such a system. Among my most
cherished possessions are a photo of a
windblown-me with the piers of a nascent
Medway viaduct in the background, by Pettit,
and one of a high-vis-vested-me with a Eurostar
passing over the same structure at line speed,
taken by James. 

How I wish I could return these favours on

my side of the pond! I joined the railway about
a year after the New York Central test-ran a rail
diesel with a surplus Air Force jet engine on top,
up to 183mph on conventional main line track
in Ohio, in 1966. And I recently took part in a
ceremony to unveil a plaque dedicated to those
high speed tests that took place a year or two
later through central New Jersey, on what is now
the Amtrak Northeast Corridor route, in which
first generation Budd Metroliners operated at
about 165mph, and the United Aircraft
Turbotrain exceeded 170mph.

Sad to say we are now looking backward
about 40 years to these significant events, and
the hair of Robert Watson, brilliant and
dedicated Pennsylvania and Penn Central
Railroad ‘father’ of the Metroliner programme,
is now white. Ironically, as the ceremony
progressed, a Harrisburg-New York Keystone
train stopped at the station, and its DVT was
none other than a demotored original
Metroliner, still going strong, if restricted to a
more sedate 125mph, these years later!

Michael R Weinman is head of PTSI

Transportation USA, a railway management

consultancy. He is a former officer of New York,

Penn Central and Amtrak.

The Greengauge project is to

be commended, but what is

really needed is the solid

political fortitude for doing

what is right
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